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IN THE UNITCD STATES PATE^^T AND TBADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of 

Group Art Unit: 2172 

SusumuHONMA etal. 

Examiner. F.Ehichioya 

AppUcatioD No.: 09/836,386 

Docket No.: 109296 

Filed: ApriU8,2001 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sit: 



Applicant .bmi. proposed sgeada of to be di.cus.=d a. a per^na. 



interview. 

AfWOfficcActionwasmai.odo„MayU,2003. 11,= OfScc Ao«o, reject 

claims 1-3. 5-7, and 9-11 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpa,»«.ble over U.S. Pa.«.. 

5 815,704toShiinotsuji. 

App.-car,« be«.v. .ha. (1) .h. reference does no. show a number of *e fea»es 
^«^ln.hec.alnrs,(2,U.eOmceAc.ionfal.»provi<.evidenceo,propern,o.va»„.o 

^If, .he reference, and (3, *e proposed modification of *e refe^nce does no. render *e 
claimed invention obvious. 

, • A n^nAM under 35 USC §l03(a) as unpatentable 
The Office AcUon rejects claims 4, 8 and 12 under J5 us s 

over U.S. Pa.en. 5.S.5.704 .0 SMmo«^i in view of U.S. Pa»nt S,43S..5, » N*aUni. 

Applicant believe .ba. (1) appUed reference do no. show .he fea»res reeire* in 
.hec.aims,(2,.heOfflceAc.ionf.U.oprovideevid.nceofprop.rn,o«va.on.onao^.y*e 
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base reference in view of the secondary reference, and (3) the proposed modification of the 
reference does not render the claimed invention obvious. 

Applicants wish to discuss and hopefiilly resolve these issues in the personal 
interview, which is requested to be held during the week of July 8-11. 



JAO:RJW/sxb 

Date: July 2, 2003 

OLlFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



Respectlully submitted, 

James A.. OlifF 
Registration No. 27,075 

Robert J. Webster 
Registration No. 46,472 
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